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Wandsworth Housing and Regeneration Department 

Equalities Information: Resident Profile 31st March 2023 
  

Introduction  

Wandsworth Council owns the freehold of and manages approximately 32,000 properties of 

which just over 17,200 are tenanted and just over 15,700 are leasehold properties. In addition, 

a number of properties have been sold freehold.  

The Housing Service does not hold information for households who own or live in properties 

which the Council has sold freehold.  Similarly, equalities related information for leasehold 

properties is not held by the Housing Service.  The only situation where the department may 

hold equalities information for a leaseholder would be where the leaseholder was a tenant and 

bought the property via the Right to Buy initiative and the data was held prior to the sale. 

Under the terms of their tenancy conditions, Council tenants are required to notify the Council 

in writing, within 28 days of any long-term change in the people who are living in the property. 

However, this does not always happen, and the Housing Service can only update tenancy 

records as and when it is notified of or becomes aware of any changes in a household’s 

composition. Furthermore, if a tenant advises that a joint tenant is no longer living in the 

property, the joint tenant’s details cannot be removed from the system while they are still a 

tenant.   

Date of birth and gender information for everyone registered as living at the property should 

be recorded.  Ethnic origin information is held for the majority of council tenants.  Ethnic origin 

information is not routinely collected for household members.  The main reason for the Council 

not holding information about a tenant’s ethnic origin is because at the time the allocation was 

made the information was not requested or was requested in a different format.  

Information on gender identity, sexual orientation and religion is not recorded by the Council 
for council tenants.  
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Tenants by Age 

 

Of the 16,531 tenants where the council knows the age of the tenant, the largest number of 

tenants are in the 55-64 age range (23% of all tenants).  50% of tenants are aged 55 and over.  

Both of these figures are comparable with 2021/22 figures which were 22% and 49% 

respectively.  The 8,133 tenants aged 55 and over is proportionately much higher than the 

borough demographic where the largest age group is aged between 24 and 39(1).  This is partly 

due to sheltered housing tenants (there are approximately 1,100 council owned sheltered 

properties). 
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Tenants by Gender 

 

For 2022/23 the proportion of female tenants was 67% compared to 33% for male tenants, 

which has been consistent for the past three years.  The 67%/33% breakdown between female 

and male tenants closely matches the percentage breakdown between female and male 

applicants on the housing queues and those receiving a housing allocation.  

Tenants by Ethnic Group 

 

The two largest ethnic groups are the white ethnic group (39%) and the black ethnic group 

(31%).  The percentage breakdown of tenants by ethnic group has remained largely similar 

for the last three years.  However, the number of tenants from the black ethnic group is higher 

than the borough demographic which equates to 10.1%.  The borough demographic for the 

white ethnic group is 67.8% which is greater than the number recorded for household tenants. 
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Number of Tenants by Gender 2020 - 2023

FEMALE MALE Unknown

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

Asian 1,701 1,694 1,713

Black 5,022 5,048 5,076

Mixed 501 521 544

Other 685 690 719

Unknown 1,957 2,033 2,096

White 6,750 6,542 6,383
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Ethnic Origin by Age 

Ethnic Origin By Age 

  
0-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+ Unknown 

Grand 
Total 

Asian / Asian 
British 

9 129 390 480 360 210 99 35 1 1,713 

Black / African 
/ Caribbean / 
Black British 

62 568 1,079 1,280 1,207 525 237 118 0 5,076 

Mixed / 
multiple 
ethnic groups 

18 155 186 85 67 17 12 4 0 544 

Other 18 76 156 176 170 72 39 12 0 719 

Unknown 64 196 247 287 458 384 299 154 7 2,096 

White 62 558 945 1,164 1,483 1,105 718 348 0 6,383 

Grand Total 233 1682 3003 3472 3745 2313 1404 671 8 16531 

 

Within the age range 0-44 the two largest ethnic groups are drawn from the black (35%) and 

white (32%) communities.  The same is true within the age range 45-74 although the number 

of white residents is higher at 39% compared to the black ethnic group at 32%. 
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Ethnic Group by Gender 

Ethnic Group and Gender Female Male Grand Total 

Asian/Asian British 986 727 1713 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British 3699 1377 5076 

Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups 440 104 544 

Other Ethnic Group 461 258 719 

Unknown 1270 826 2096 

White 4227 2156 6383 

Grand Total 11083 5448 16531 

 

The biggest difference between male and female residents within an individual ethnic group 

is found amongst members of mixed/multiple ethnicity with 81% recorded as female and 19% 

recorded as male.  A similar statistic can also be identified within the black ethnic group where 

73% of residents are female and 27% are male.  These figures are higher than the age profiles 

when analysed as a whole where 67% of residents are recorded as female and 33% male.  
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Number of Tenants by Age/Gender 

The largest three groups when analysed by age and gender are female residents aged 

between 35-44,45-54 and 55-64 who make up 14% in each age group of all female tenants.  

The largest difference between female and male tenants is found within the 35-44 age range 

where 14% of this group are female and 3% male.   
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Tenants by Disability 

The Council has a portfolio of adapted properties specifically for tenants who have a physical 

disability to ensure the property meets their individual needs.  In addition, properties are 

continuously reviewed and adapted if an occupational therapist has completed a referral for a 

property to be adapted for a tenant or household member.  Not all tenants who have a disability 

will have an adapted property if they are able to manage in their current property, and there 

will be cases where a tenant has opted not to disclose their disability to the Council. 

Disability by Age range 

 

Tenants above the age of 75 + represent 24% of tenants with a disability while representing 

13% of all tenanted households. Tenants aged 0 to 34 (the youngest age groups) represent a 

smaller number of tenants with a disability at 6% when compared to 11% for all tenanted 

households. 

Disability by Gender 

 

The distribution between female and male tenants with a disability (63%/34%) is similar to the 

breakdown of female and male tenants across all tenanted households (67%/33%). 
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Disability by Ethnic Group 

 

The largest ethnic group with an identified disability is the white ethnic group, representing 

45% of all tenants with a disability, while white tenants represent 39% of all tenanted 

households.  The black ethnic group is the second largest ethnic group with an identified 

disability, representing 22.64% of tenants with a disability while making up 31% of all tenanted 

households.   

 

1) Wandsworth Statistics and census information 
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Disability: Number of Tenants by Ethnic Group 2022 - 2023
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Refused to Disclose Unknown

White

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/the-council/open-data-and-transparency/council-datasets/statistics-and-census-information/

