Naming Ceremony 

Good morning/afternoon everyone. On behalf of __(parent/s)__ I would like to welcome you all to Wandsworth Town Hall.  We are all here today to celebrate the naming of _(Child’s name)__, affectionately know as __(nick name)__.
My name is__(Celebrant’s name)__ and I have the pleasure of conducting this ceremony, which will have special significance for you all.  In particular for __(Child’s name)__ parent/s and supporting adults/grandparents, as they make their promises to care for __(Child’s name)__ throughout the rest of their lives.
The ceremonial naming of a child has a long tradition, it establishes his or her identity, and is celebrated in different cultures and religions throughout the world.

For you all as members and friends of this family, this ceremony is an opportunity to think about this child’s future and to consider ways in which your relationship with him/her can provide the love and respect that will strengthen his/her character.
Each child has a need to be part of a group of loving and supportive people to nurture their growth and development.  This provides them with emotional and practical guidance bound together with love, friendship and respect.

And each of you here today make up part of that special group with whom __(Child and Parent/s names)__ will celebrate life’s special moments, and also to whom they turn in times of need.
[OPTIONAL READING 1]
The name we are given by our parents establishes us as an individual within the family and provides the foundation of our identity in the wider community.  No wonder then that such care is taken in the choice of a name.

Please confirm the name you have given to this child:
[PARENT/S STATE THE CHILD’S FULL NAME and the Celebrant may read the reasons for the choice of the name- OPTIONAL]
Ladies and Gentlemen, family and friends, I give you__(Child’s name)___.

__(Child’s name)__ you are welcomed today by the family and friends gathered here in your honour and as a member of the wider community in which you will take your place. May you be proud of the name you have just ceremoniously received, as your family and friends are sure to be proud of you in the years to come.
[OPTIONAL READING 2]
__(Parent/s names)__ I am not only asking you to welcome __(Child’s name)___ by name into your family today but also to pledge your commitment to him/her in order that he/she will have a rich and full life as he/she grows towards adulthood.  
I will now ask __Parent/s names)__  to make their personal promises to their child.

[Parent/s can choose one or more of the following;  They can answer ‘I promise’ or repeat the promise after the celebrant, or write their own promises.]

· Do you promise__(Child’s name)__ a childhood of love, happiness, patience and understanding; sheltering him/her, and protecting him/her from harm for as long as he/she needs you?

· Do you promise to love __(Child’s names)__without condition, to support him/her without judgement, respecting him/her as an individual,  so that he/she may grow into an honest, responsible, caring and confident adult?

· Do you promise to guide and stimulate his/her learning and development, and to give support and encouragement so that __(Child’s name)__  may fulfil his/her potential in life?
In our complex world, even the most loving and capable parents benefit from help in raising their children. It is therefore very reassuring to know that family and friends will also be around to offer their assistance.

__(Parent/s names)__ have chosen __(Supporting adult/s name/s)__ to play a special role in the life of their child. 
[Parent/s can choose one or more of the following; supporting adults may answer ‘I promise’ or repeat after the celebrant, or write their own promises]
· Do you promise to be there for __(Parent/s names)__ so that they can turn to you for reassurance, help and support?

· Do you promise to offer__(Child’s name)__  your friendship, to encourage his/her endeavours and celebrate his/her progress and achievements?

· Do you promise to carefully watch over__(Child’s name)__ , and to be always ready to give comfort and guidance whatever life may bring?
Ladies and Gentlemen, a round of applause for __(Child’s name)__(Parent/s names)__ and __(Supporting adult/s name/s).
I would now like to invite parents and supporting adults to sign the commemorative certificate.
[SIGNING]
Those of you here today are all especially important to __(Child’s name)__, you will be part of his/her world, and he/she will look amongst you for leadership and companionship, for support and to be cherished. By watching you he/she will learn how life works. 

I am sure that the welcome and support that you have pledged will be lasting and that you will love and care for __(Child’s name)__ throughout his/her life; and that he/she in turn will bring ever-increasing joy and gladness to your lives.  
I believe that it has meant a great deal to __(Parent/s names)__ that you have all been here to share this happy occasion.  Thank you all for coming and have a wonderful celebration.

