

Celebratory Ceremony: Civil Partnership Conversion to Marriage
Words of welcome
Good morning/afternoon and welcome to ……………………., 

My name is  ……………  and it is my pleasure to conduct this ceremony during which ………… and ………… will celebrate their marriage to each other following the conversion of their civil partnership.
On [date…………………..] […………. and ……………..] formed their civil  partnership with each other.

At that time they made a commitment to a common vision of the future – a future of being together through life. It was a day of promise and excitement, the beginning of a union built on a solid foundation of love, trust and friendship.

Today we come together to celebrate their commitment to one another and their wish to be legally recognised as a married couple. 

Marriage should not be entered into lightly, but with respect and the intention of sharing a life and future together. It is based on mutual trust and understanding, and on a commitment that enables each to grow. It is respecting each other as individuals, and growing together as a couple.
Marriage in this country means the union of two people, voluntarily entered into for life to the exclusion of all others. More than this marriage is intended to provide the love and friendship, help and comfort, that we all need in our lives.
Reading 1 (optional)
Vows

……….. and ………… are exchanging promises with each other in front of you all, their family and friends. A good partner in a marriage will be not only loving and caring but also a best friend. 

In renewing their commitment to each other […………. and ……………..] have chosen/written the vows they are making.

[…………. and ……………..] please turn to face each other and repeat after me.

Option 1: I promise that I will respect you as an individual, support you through difficult times, rejoice with you through happy times, be loyal to you always, and above all, love you as my wife/husband and friend.
Option 2: I renew my promise to share my life with you. I will be there for you always and support you in all you do. I will be loving and faithful to you for the rest of my life.
Option 3: I promise to bring you joy, happiness and laughter so that as partners in marriage we can enjoy our life together, and confidently face any challenges which life may bring.

Option 4: Today I reaffirm my love for you. I promise to share my life with you as an equal partner, wife/husband and friend. I will ensure that our love and friendship continues to grow. I promise to love and cherish you, comfort and care for you, honour and protect you, for as long as I live.

Own Vows –please submit at the pre-ceremony interview
Reading 2 (optional)

Re-dedication or exchange of Rings/gifts (optional)
We have now come to the giving of the rings.  This is the traditional and ancient way of sealing the contract you have made. It is the outward sign of the lifelong promises you have made to each other, and it has an important significance in a relationship, as it is a circle, with neither beginning nor end.

or
…………… and …………… are reaffirming their vows by exchanging gifts. These gifts are a token of the lifelong promises they have made.

 [Couples may choose any of the options]
Option 1: I rededicate/give you this ring/gift as a symbol of our marriage. Wear it always as a reminder of the love and trust we share, and my everlasting love for you.

Option 2: I have chosen you above all others to share my life.  All that I am and all that I have I bring to you.  May this ring/gift remind us of this moment and the commitment I have made to you.
Option 3: I rededicate/give you this ring/gift in celebration of our marriage. I will always share my life with you. Laugh with you and be proud of you. I will love you for the rest of my life.

Own Vows –please submit at the pre-ceremony interview
Closing words
……………… and ………………..,  you have chosen to re-affirm your commitment to each, by converting your civil partnership to marriage. 
We hope that the feeling of love that you have for each other will deepen and grow ever stronger throughout your marriage. 

All of your family and friends, gathered here today, wish you both joy and happiness. Look forward confidently to a future in which you and the world in which you live will be better and happier for this joyful occasion. 
Ladies and gentlemen, please join with me in congratulating […………. and ……………..] as we celebrate their marriage. 
[Round of applause]

